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Then at length a change came; and it was marked
outwardly by a curious retractation of his severe lan-
guage about Rome, published in a paper called the
Conservative Journal, in January 1843 ; and more
distinctly, by his resignation of St. Mary's in Sep-
tember 1843, a step contemplated for some time, and
by his announcement that he was preparing to resign
his fellowship. From this time he felt that he could
no longer hold office, or be a champion of the
English Church; from this time, it was only a matter
of waiting, waiting to make quite certain that he was
right and was under no delusion, when he should
leave her for the Roman Communion. And to his
intimate friends, to his sisters, he gave notice that this
was now impending. To the world outside, all that
was known was that he was much unsettled and dis-
tressed by difficulties.

It may be asked why this change was not at this
time communicated, not to a few intimates, but to the
world ? Why did he not at this time hoist his quar-
antine nag and warn every one that he was dangerous
to come near ? So keen a mind must, it was said,
have by this time foreseen how things would end; he
ought to have given earlier notice. His answer was
that he was sincerely desirous of avoiding, as far as
possible, what might prejudice the Church in which
he had ministered, even at the moment of leaving her.
He saw his own way becoming clearer and clearer \
but he saw it for himself alone. He was not one of
those who forced the convictions of others; he was